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FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES CONFERENCE 
Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.16 am]: I would like to take this opportunity 
to inform the house about the Western Australian Fire and Emergency Services conference and awards that took place 
on the weekend. The two-day event saw more than 900 Department of Fire and Emergency Services volunteers from 
the volunteer marine rescue services, the State Emergency Service, the volunteer fire and rescue service, the volunteer 
fire and emergency services and the bush fire brigades, as well as career fire and rescue service and DFES personnel, 
come together to build their knowledge, and network and celebrate the achievements of the past 12 months. 
The theme of this year’s WAFES conference was recovery and resilience, an appropriate theme given the significant 
events of the Wooroloo bushfire and tropical cyclone Seroja. Delegates at the conference had the opportunity to take 
part in a range of tours and go behind the scenes at facilities such as the State Operations Centre, the Bushfire Centre 
of Excellence and the new Koolinup Emergency Services Centre in Collie. Delegates also engaged with a rich program 
of speakers including an online presentation from Shane Fitzsimmons, Commissioner of Resilience NSW, who 
provided valuable insight into the Black Summer bushfires. I had the privilege of attending the events over the 
weekend and met many of the dedicated and committed volunteers who work tirelessly in their communities. I also 
led my first ministerial volunteer advisory forum where I was able to speak and listen to about 50 volunteers. 
I would especially like to congratulate the 16 award winners at the 2021 WAFES Awards on Saturday night. They 
include: Marine Rescue Albany; Marine Rescue Jurien Bay; Marine Rescue East Kimberley; Kalbarri Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue Service; the Communications Support Unit; Alex Williams, Marine Rescue Walpole; Zac Berglund, 
Marine Rescue Dampier; James Taylor, Broome Regional Bush Fire Brigade; Rik Fennell, Joondalup Fire and 
Rescue Service; Simone Conklin, Eucla Volunteer Fire and Emergency Services; Sheree Lowe, Merredin Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue Service; Jay Dwyer, Quinns Rocks Bush Fire Brigade; Connie Eikelboom, Armadale State Emergency 
Service; James Cotter, Carnarvon State Emergency Service; Nicola O’Callaghan, Marine Services officer; and area 
officer Andy Thompson, Lower South West Regional Office. I am sure that all members of the house will join me 
in acknowledging these winners and thanking the thousands of DFES volunteer and career emergency service 
workers who work day in, day out to keep our state safe. Thank you. 
The SPEAKER: Hear, hear! They do a marvellous job. 
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